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Dear Graeme, 
 
At its meeting on Tuesday 23 July, the Committee agreed to invite you to give 
evidence to the Committee early in the new parliamentary term. Similar to previous 
sessions you’ve had with the Committee, this would be a chance to look back at the 
last 12 months while also looking ahead to the remaining months of the session. I 
have asked the clerks to liaise with your officials to finalise a date.  
 
The Committee also agreed that I would write to you on a number of points in 
advance to help inform the evidence session. These are set out below. 
 
COVID-19 Instruments 
 

Other than the review of lockdown and travel restrictions, does the Scottish 
Government foresee more COVID legislation to make provision for "the new 
normal”? 
 

Does the Government expect to introduce legislation, based on experience of the 
past few months, which might help prevent future pandemics? 
 

There are a number of instruments which aim to address the coronavirus pandemic 
that do not necessarily expire after the emergency period. Does the Scottish 
Government plan to extend such policies beyond the current virus? How will it 
update the Parliament about plans for these instruments? 
 
The Committee would also find it useful if you could provide a list of the SSIs that 
have been laid in response to COVID where there is no date of expiry. 
 



 

 

 
 
   

Brexit Legislation 
 
In preparation for the end of the transition period on 31 December 2020, how many 
SSIs are expected to ensure the statute book is suitably updated by 31 December 
2020? 
 

In the same period, how many UK SIs does the Scottish Government expect to seek 
consent for from the Scottish Parliament?  
 
Commitments to correct errors in SSIs 
 
The Committee continues to be encouraged by the progress which is being made on 
historic commitments. You have previously said that the Scottish Government’s 
intention is to fulfil all the historic commitments by the end of this parliamentary 
session. Is this still the Scottish Government’s goal? 
 
There are also currently five commitments from the parliamentary year 2019-20 that 
remain outstanding. When does the Scottish Government expect to be able to meet 
these commitments? 
 
I would be grateful for a response to these questions by Monday 10 August.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you.  
 
Yours,  
 

 
Bill Bowman 
Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 


